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HOT TOPIC: HOMEOPATHY
Should alternative therapies
be the subject of science
degrees? Join the debate.
http://tinyurl.com/
3as3ea
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Reactivating mitochondria seems to trigger
cancer cells to commit suicide.

rest of your life to lose,” says George Annas,
an expert in bioethics at Boston University
School of Public Health.
And if patients can access DCA — or
other unapproved drugs — there is no
incentive for them to enter a clinical trial.
So in terms of public health, ethicists argue,
more people will be helped if access to
unapproved drugs is restricted and proper
trials performed.
Peter Jacobsen, an expert in ethics, health
and law at the University of Michigan in
Ann Arbor, doubts whether any good can
come of the patients’ efforts. They are so
desperate to see results, he says, that there
is no way they can report unbiased results
and no mechanism to ensure the reports
are accurate. “I don’t trust the data,” he says.
“It’s hard enough to rely on them in clinical
trials, let alone this.”
■
Helen Pearson
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